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Cam on moi ngudi da doc |Gi gidi thiéu cliia minh!

— Vi sao DOL viét cuon sach nay?

DOL mudn cac ban chuén bi tdt hon cho ky thi IELTS Writing Task 2 nam 2019. DOL gan
don ra trung tdm mdi bén Ba Thang Hai nén cling mudn lam gi d6 cé y nghia dé cdm on
tinh cdm cla rat nhiéu ban, tuy cac ban ay chua cé6 dip hoc DOL nifa.

DOL tiép can cudn sach
nay nhu thé nao?

BO du doan dé Writing 2019 dugc DOL lay
cla mot thay khac share trén mang (DOL
khéng tién nhac tén) va DOL cling khéng
biét n6 c6 doan dung khong nira. DOL viét
gan 50 bai mau level 8.0+ cho bd dé nay,
mdi bai mau DOL lai kém thém bd
Vocabulary cho bai d6 dugc viét theo Linear
Thinking d€ cac ban dé hoc hon.

Thuc su ma nodi, cdc bai mau clla DOL
khong viét theo y chang “style” trén 18p,
DOL viét cac bai nay hoi “free style”.
Muc dich clia cac bai mau nay la dé chia
sé cho cac ban cach hoc thém cac cum
tU ty nhién theo topic, ideas cho cac
topic nay, chtr DOL hoan toan khéng tap
trung viéc "thod man” IELTS Examiners
nha.

Tat ca cac ban mudn di thi IELTS trong
ndm nay va cdc ndm vé sau, va cac ban

da thi roi nira, hoc thém cling dau thlra
phai khéng nao :3.
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Cac ban khéng dugc hoc thuéc nha, DOL
cuc ky "anti” cach hoc thiéu tu duy nay.
Minh sé khai thac cudn sach nay theo cac
budc sau.

Budc 1: Doc dé va tudng tugng néu minh
lam bai nay minh sé viét sao, viét ouline ra.

Buédc 2: Doc bai cia DOL, rat ra outline va
doi chiéu so sanh xem outline ai hay han,
hay ca 2 cung hay, cung da&.

Buéc 3: Doc phan Vocabulary Summary dé
lan nira hiéu rd hon outline cta DOL, va hoc
tU vung, ideas cua dé nha.

Budc 4: Doc bai mau 1 lan xem DOL ¢6 xai
cdu trdc nao hay khong, DOL viét dung
chua, néu chua dang sta lai hay hon thé
nao.

Budc 5: Tu viét sample cia minh nha, xem
bai cua DOL la bai tham khao thoi.
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Luu y nhé: Do mong muédn chia sé cuén
sdch nay that nhanh nén DOL khéng cé
proof-read can thdn (mé minh ciling ludi
nira haha :))), nén cé sai sét gi cdc ban
cl email cho DOL nha. A quén, trong d6
con c6 mbét sé& 160 nhé vé Task
Achievement, Cohesion & Coherence
nifa, d6 cdc ban tim ra nha :)) DOL cdm
dn tat cd cdc y kién cta cdc ban. Chic
moi Ngudi hoc vui!

Tim hiéu vé linear thinking:
https://www.facebook.com/dolenglish/
videos/393888144779069/
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Writing Task 2

Question 1:
POSITIVE More and more people buy a wide range of household goods such as

NEGATIVE television, microwave oven and rice cooker. Do you think this is a positive or

negative development?

With the development of technology, people are now owning more goods for their
home. Although this development is beneficial to manufacturers and the economy, 1

think in the long run, it would be harmful to the environment.

It is reasonable why this trend is considered temporarily positive. The fact that many
people are buying household goods can be interpreted as more and more people are
investing their effort in their families. This conveys a positive social message, that the
overall living standards are improving and that families are spending more time together,
hence the demand for household equipment. Secondly, this trend will expand the market,
which is beneficial to manufacturers.

However, in the long run, this consumption trend can be negative. Buying numerous
household goods is one of the many forms of excessive consumerism. When people are
affected by excessive consumerism, their priorities in life will be distorted. Instead of
focusing on using their own existing goods, they will have an urge to buy and own more
goods. This development is not positive for the environment. Owning more products
means using up more natural resources. Also, when people want to replace owned
products, they will dispose large amounts of waste. There is scientific evidence showing
that discarded household appliances are very harmful when disposed to the environment

in large quantities.

The development of this shopping trend of many people might seems to benefit the
economy at first glance. However, in the long run, this development will leave negative
impacts on the environment. Therefore, people should understand where to draw the
line between investing effort in their family, and affecting the environment.
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Question 2:
AGREE Some people believe that “Employers should not be concerned about the

DISAGREE way their employees dress, but the quality of their work”. To what extent do

you agree or disagree to this belief?

It is a fact in the modern business world that, many companies, especially entrepreneurs,
and even some large corporations like Facebook, Google, are opting for informal dress
codes to focus more on performance. I also believe in the same thing, that employees’
performances should not be judged by how they dress, but rather by their abilities.

I have to agree that employees' dressing up more formally can boost their work efficiency.
Firstly, there has been scientific evidence showing that when one dresses for a
professional setting, one would feel more confident in oneself: This is because one tends
to become the image that one is posing, which in this case is the image of a successful
person. Secondly, dressing appropriately would convey the message that you are in a
disciplined setting and not a casual one. This would create a more professional workplace
atmosphere.

On the other hand, I believe that employees should be able to dress to their comfort and
the company’s dress code should be less restrictive. Firstly, there have been multiple
examples showing how a person dress does not reflect his or her performance or abilities,
like what Facebook and Google is currently doing. Secondly, both sedentary employees
and those who have to work on site benefit from an informal dress code. For sedentary
ones, the fact that they have to sit eight hours in a cubicle means that they require loose
clothing to relax their muscles. For on-site employees whose daily tasks require moving
around, a restrictive outfit would limit their movements, thus reduce their ability to

perform required tasks.

In conclusion, although I believe that there are benefits to dressing formally , I believe that
managers should not concern too much about the way employees dress, and spend more

effort on pushing employess to achieve best workplace performance.
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Question 3:

DISCUSS Lectures were used in the past when there were the participation of many

BOTH

o students. With modern technology available for education, there is no

justification for this way of teaching.

Face-to-face lectures are being slowly being replaced by online courses due to the
fast-paced development of technology. Although some people might think that there is
no need for traditional lectures anymore, I believe they still play an important role in
students’ development.

There are numerous benefits to attending physical lectures. Firstly, consistent attendance
in lectures can improve a student’s discipline. For college students, this can be considered
preparation for their future career, as they would have to be present and punctual at their
offices during office hours. Secondly, physical lectures promote human interaction, most
importantly between professors and students. This will save time for students as they can
just ask their questions and receive responses immediately. Lastly, physical lectures are
also a chance for students to meet up and socialize with their classmates, which is a huge
bonus as there are researches showing young people are becoming more and more lonely

in their lives.

However, I also understand why college students prefer online lectures to face-to-face
ones. It is a fact that college-level materials can be difficult to understand at the first try.
This is why many universities are providing online lectures for students to review them as
many times as they like. Moreover, students can pause the lecture videos for immediate
in-depth reading, which is something physical lectures do not allow. Another thing is that
not everyone learns the most efficiently at the same time. Rather than giving a lecture
physically in the morning, which is something some college students do not prefer.
Professors can instead post online lecture videos and let students watch them in their own

time.

To conclude, although I think that new technologies definitely make education more
convenient, physical lectures are still of vital importance and cannot be replaced entirely
by technology. Professors should only provide online lectures in the form of recordings of
physical ones.
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Question 4:

AGREE People’s lives are now surrounded by advertisement. This affects what

DISAGREE people consider important and has a negative impact on people’s lives. To
what extent do you agree or disagree?

Advertisement is dominant in people’s daily lives nowadays, with the high frequency of
people having to see the same products or services over and over again. Some people
think that this phenomenon is negative because it distorts people’s perspective on life. I
completely agree with this statement.

Admittedly, advertisements have certain benefits to modern lives. First of all, the purpose
of a piece of advertisement is to deliver key information of a product to the public. This
would assist a person in choosing a product, saving both time researching for the right
product and potentially, money from overspending. Secondly, the advertising industry is
getting more creative than ever, incorporating many current social issues in ads. Some
people even consider advertisement nowadays as a form of entertainment, especially with
commercials in forms of short movies or music videos.

However, I believe that the ubiquity of advertisement is distorting people’s perception on
what is important in life. Seeing too many pieces of advertisement is thought by many
experts to be the cause of excessive consumerism. People are encouraged by these ads to
buy and own more stuff than needed. One consequence of this indulgence in buying new
things is that people are buying more, they are also throwing out more stuff than ever,
causing a burden on the environment. Another consequence of this phenomenon is that it
makes younger generations become more superficial and only care about owning
whatever’s considered popular.

In conclusion, although advertisement can introduce many benefits to its audience, I still
think that the oversaturation of advertisement can bring negative impacts on individuals
and society as a whole.
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Question 5:

CAUSES Figures show that in some countries, there is an ever-increasing proportion

EFFECTS of population aged 15 or younger. How do you think this effect current
status and the future of those countries?

There have been findings that show the escalating proportion of people aged 15 and
younger in some countries. I think this phenomenon has both positive and negative

effects in current and future times.

In current times, the booming growth in the population of younger generations will
mostly lead to a shortage of facilities. It is a fact that to nurture children aged 15 and
under, lots of efforts and facilities are needed which means that spaces in hospitals and
schools will be more limited than ever. Mothers taking their maternity leave will pose as a
threat to businesses as they will encounter a sudden shortage of employees. However, I
can imagine many brands benefiting from this, especially brands whose products are
tailored for mothers and children between the stages of infant and teenager. This
newly-formed generation will expand the market for manufacturers.

In the future, this growth of this youthful population will have more positive impacts than
negative ones. This young generation will grow to become a strong workforce, providing
more human resources to the development of a country. From the government
perspective, this increase in population would mean more taxable subjects. Businesses will
also the opportunity to employ younger workers, who might possibly be more creative
and active than older ones.

In conclusion, in current times, the ever-increasing proportion of people aged 15 and
under will mostly have a negative impact due to demands for facilities. However, in the
future, this population will serve as a vigorous workforce, thus bringing positive effect on

society.
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Question 6:
"The restoration of old buildings in major cities around the world costs

AGREE

governments billions of dollars while this money should have been used for

DISAGREE :
new housing and road development." To what extent do you agree or

disagree to this statement?

Many governments around the world are running plans to restore old buildings is their
major cities. However, lots of people think that this money should be used to upgrade and
create new infrastructure, like roads or new housing areas. I completely agree with this
statement.

Of course, there are certain benefits to renovate old buildings, especially those in major
cities. First of all, if the buildings chosen to be restored carry some significant cultural
representation, then I believe we should try to restore as many of them as possible. We
need to keep these buildings to educate younger generations of the architecture of older
times. Secondly, if the buildings’ inner structures are able to accommodate people, I
believe it would be more cost-effective to restore old buildings than to build new ones.
This will help the government to save the budget to use for other purposes.

However, there are still reasons why I think that the restoration of old buildings is a waste
of money. To developing countries whose budgets are still limited and their infrastructure
are still yet to be developed, they should focus more on upgrading roads and building
new residential areas. This is because, in these countries, the number of people migrating
to major cities in search of jobs is still ever-increasing. Therefore, the top priority of these
countries should be to accommodate these people. Furthermore, no matter how one
restores a building, it would not be on par with a newly-built one. I believe there is no
point in forcing people to live in a restored building if there is enough economic resources

to build a new one.

In conclusion, although I believe that the restoration of old buildings is of cultural
importance to protect the heritage of a country, I think that, especially to developing

countries, it is more crucial to improve the infrastructure first.
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DISCUSS Question 7:

BOTH Some people believe that people who read books can develop greater

VIEW imagination and language skills than those who prefer to watch TV.

When assessing child development with respect to imagination and language abilities, the
two ways of receiving information are always compared: reading books versus watching
TV. In my opinion, these are the two ways of developing skills that are equal to each
other.

Many people, especially intellectual parents, have their reasons to claim that reading
books is a better way to promote creativity and language skills. The process of
understanding a book always involves an envisioning step, turning words into images
imprinted in children’s minds. This encourages creativity in children. Books, no matter
written in an academic or casual manner, always contain a wide range of vocabulary,
sentence structures, styles, and tones. The frequent perusing of books will definitely
enhance verbal comprehension.

On the other hand, watching TV can also enhance these skills. There are many educational
TV channels, like National Geographic Channel, Discovery Channel and many more that
showcase historical, natural, or even political documentaries, can introduce children to
various aspects of life. Children can develop a multi-faceted approach to life from TVs. As
for concerns about language skills, it is a fact that many different TV channels are
produced by different stations from all over the world. For the same language, children
can be exposed to a variety of different tones, accents, and expressions due to the
geographical difference in the origins of broadcasting channels.

In conclusion, since every one of the two methods has its own advantages, I believe that

both are vital to the development of imagination and language capabilities of children.
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Question 8:
ADVANTAGES As countries develop, more and more people buy and use their own cars. Do

DISADVANTAGES the advantages of this trend for individuals outweigh the disadvantages for

the environment?

There is a current trend in newly-turned developed countries, where more and more
citizens buy and have their own cars. I believe that the convenience of this increasing

ownership of cars is trumped by the disastrous effects it has on the environment.

Admittedly, there are certain benefits to buying and using more automobiles. As a country
becomes more and more developed, there is a need for getting from one place to another
as fast as possible. Rather than using public transportation, driving one’s personal car
would ensure that one has the car at their own convenience and use it without any
waiting time. Another point worth noticing is that nowadays, with the increase of terrorist
attacks and thefts happening at public transport stations, using one’s automobiles will
mean fewer interactions with crowds, which in turn lessen the chance of being involved in
those incidents.

However, I still maintain the belief that these benefits cannot outweigh the destructive
impacts that car ownership is causing to the environment. With the growing demand for
cars, more and more of the Earth’s resources are being used to manufacture them, making
the resources slowly depletes. Additionally, using more cars also means that the need for
fossil fuels is increasing as well. And along with the fact that air pollution is aggravated
due to increasing fumes exhaustion, it confirms that the ever-increasing personal car

ownership is threatening the environment.

In conclusion, I believe that although there are benefits to using and owning more cars,
people should be concerned about the negative impacts that this phenomenon is causing

to the environment.
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Question 9:
CAUSES In most countries, prison is the most common solution for the problem of

SOLUTION crime. However, the more effective solution is to provide people with better

education so that they do not commit crimes.

With the ever-increasing number of crimes committed, there have been many solutions
proposed. Some think that prison is the best solution to deal with criminals. However, 1

think that educating people is the best way.

Admittedly, imprisoning criminals can be beneficial to reduce crimes. Firstly, the
environment within the prison can be a place where criminals are educated and prepared
for different career paths after being released. This reduces the rate of recidivism and
ensures that ex-convicts have stable lives after serving time in prisons. Secondly,
imprisoning people exemplifies the seriousness of crimes and demotivates people from
doing so. Children, when being warned about the consequences of committing crimes,

will be less likely to do so.

However, I do not think this is a way to reduce the rate of crimes. Providing people with
better education is beneficial in many ways. Firstly, properly educated people will have
better job prospects, ensuring that they have stable lives and do not have to turn to
committing crimes. Secondly, I think it is more important to prevent people from
committing crimes than to prevent ex-criminals from recidivating. Once people turned
into criminals, there is a high chance that they will repeat their crimes despite being
educated. This is why we should focus more on reducing the number of first-time

offenders.

In conclusion, although imprisoning people serves as strict punishments, I still believe that
the best way to deal with the roots of crime is to educate people better. This will reduce

both the rate of first-time offenders and the rate of recidivism.
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Question 10:
AGREE Some people think that one of the best ways to solve environmental

DISAGREE problems is to increase the cost of fuels for cars and other vehicles. To what
extent do you agree or disagree with this statement?

To deal with the deterioration of the environment, many people think that the best
method is to raise the price of fossil fuels. Despite some negative effects, I think this is one

of the best ways to encourage people to protect the environment.

Raising the price of fossil fuels will have many benefits to the environment. Firstly, this will
demotivate people from using their personal automobiles, thus encourage them to use
more public transport, therefore reducing the amount of exhaust fumes disposed.
Secondly, this is one educational move from the government to raise the awareness of
citizens about the importance of protecting the environment. Similar to raising the taxes
on alcohol and cigarettes, raising the price of fuels will make people understand that fuels

are not products the government encourages people to consume.

However, there are still some downsides to this solution. Firstly, I think that this would not
be effective in persuading people to quit using personal cars and other vehicles. Due to
the convenience of personal automobiles in terms of convenience and flexibility, people
are willing to pay for fuels at a higher price, which makes the policy ineffective. Secondly,
even if this solution proves effective, it would not be enough in improving the quality of
the environment. Protecting the environment requires more than just reducing the
number of fossil fuels burnt, as this is only one of many environmental problems, such as

deforestation, overfishing, and water pollution.

In conclusion, I have to admit that there is indeed evidence showing that this would not
be effective. However, I still think that this solution is plausible and beneficial to the

environment.
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Question 11:
Many countries invest money to prepare competitors to join top

AGREE

competitions like the Olympics or the World Cup. Therefore, it is necessary to
DISAGREE
offer money to encourage children to exercise more? To what extent do you

agree or disagree?

In countries where the government is spending money to train top athletes, people are
claiming that this money is better spent on programs encouraging children to exercise.
Personally, I think both of these are important and it is possible for the government to
carry both out.

Training for both people gifted with sports talents, as well as the general public is equally
important. Encouraging children to exercise more is always a good thing to do since this
would improve the fitness of the whole society, since it is true that adults like to serve as
role models for children, which in turn would encourage adults to be less sedentary.
People with sports talents should also be appreciated and nurtured with the deserving
amount of investment from the government. Along with adults, these star athletes also
serve as role models for children to exercise more and lead active lifestyles.

However, I disagree that one has to be the sacrifice for the other to be carried out.
Personally, I believe the government can complete both goals, no matter how limited their
budget is. Even if the government is short on money, they should be able to carry out
both policies without any conflicts. Programs supporting sports talent in most countries
nowadays are not run and funded by governments alone, but are contributed by private
businesses. The same thing can be said about programs promoting active lifestyles in
children. If the government invests only a little into these programs, many businesses will
be influenced to carry out the same action.

In conclusion, I agree that the government should invest money in training athletes for
major competitions, and I also agree that it is necessary to spend money on programs
encouraging more active lifestyles for children. However, I think these two statements are

not related and one should not be sacrificed for another to be carried out.
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Question 12:
DISCUSS Some people believe that newspaper is the best way to learn about news,

BOTH

S while others believe that the more effective method is through other types of

media. Discuss both views and give your opinion.

Many people are changing the way they receive information through the use of modern
media. Meanwhile, traditionalists still maintain that the newspaper is the best method to
receive news. In my opinion, I believe it is time for people to acknowledge the values that
technologies is bringing to humankind.

Admittedly, there are reasons why people are still rooting for the newspaper. Firstly, a
newspaper would contain fewer distractions than other sources of information, such as
smartphones or tablets. As a result, the focus of readers will solely be on the piece of
news, enhancing their understanding and saving time. Secondly, having the newspaper
delivered to your doorstep is also a way to ensure that you are updated about what is
happening daily. This passive way of receiving information will create a habit of reading for
news, rather than actively searching for news in media like TVs or smartphones, which is

something we usually end up not doing.

However, I still think that other medias are delivering information in a more efficient way
than newspapers does. With the advancement of technology, it is not a rare sight to see
young people reading from their smartphones. Many people have chosen to follow
multiple newspapers on social media, expanding their scope of interest and customizing
the type of information they want to receive. Receiving news from TVs is also good, as
most public places nowadays have TVs attached on their walls with channels switched to
news broadcast or informative documentaries all the time. This proves to be a more

efficient way for people from all ages to catch up with the news.

In conclusion, although learning about news via newspaper is still an alternative, I believe
in this hectic society, people will find that receiving information through other media is

more convenient.
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Question 13:

AGREE Some people think the most important thing about being rich is that it gives

DISAGREE person an opportunity to help other people. To what extent do you agree
or disagree?

Many people think that rich people have the responsibility to help out those that are
underprivileged. However, I think that help should not only be in monetary terms.

Firstly, people who are more fortunate in their lives should give back to the community .
However, rich people should not help out the poor by providing them with money. This is
because the money given to the poor can be seen as being given “out of pity”, thus
straining the relationship between the different social classes. Secondly, giving out money
will not be sufficient to help the poor escape poverty. The constant source of financial
assistance will only make the poor rely on the rich to survive without generating their own

incomes.

Secondly, I agree that rich people can give out to the community in terms of providing
opportunities for the poor to overcome their obstacles. Poverty often stems from a lack of
formal education and/or preparations for career paths. Formal education can help the
underprivileged acquire official certifications needed for job-seeking. Also, attending
vocational schools allows the poor to learn necessary skills required to get a job. This is
why the rich can help in the sense of funding for the poor's formal or vocational
education.

In conclusion, I think that people who are more fortunate in their lives should take care of
the unfortunate. However, help should be given not in monetary terms, but rather in

providing them the opportunities to work and earn their own money.
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Question 14:
AGREE Governments should make people responsible for looking after their own

DISAGREE local environment. Do you agree or disagree?

With the increasing damages caused to the environment, many governments are now
looking for ways to alleviate this problem. One way to do it is to have people looking after

their local environment. I completely agree with this solution.

I agree with this because the key to alleviate environmental problems is to take small steps
from even the simplest action. With that idea, the local environment would be the perfect
start for people to take actions. These actions could be as simple as a gathering of
neighbors to clean up and sort out the trash collected in their areas. It is the people who
live in the area who know the environment there best, so it is suitable to have these
people look after their local environment. Aside from benefiting the government, this will
actually be beneficial to locals, too. The positive impacts on the environment will create
better living qualities.

However, there are some downsides to this solution. First of all, not everyone have the
extra time to take care of the environment. The government cannot expect young people
to able to squeeze some extra time from their already hectic schedule to improve the
quality of the local environment, when even they lack the time to take care of themselves.
Secondly, the government needs to host events to introduce laws, as well as giving further
instructions as to how this can be done, rather than making people think of ways to

improve the quality of the local environment on their own.

In conclusion, I believe that having people taking small actions and stopping further
damages caused to the local environment is a great start to alleviate environmental

problems.
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Question 15:

ADVANTAGES Many parents choose to teach their children at home instead of sending

DISADVANTAGES them to school. Do you think the benefits of home schooling outweigh

its drawbacks?

With the development of technology, many parents opt for home-schooling, rather than
sending their kids to school for education. Although I think homeschooling can be

beneficial to children, I think that its drawbacks outweigh the benefits.

It cannot be denied that homeschooling is an excellent choice for some kids, especially
children with physical or mental health problems. For children whose health does not
allow them to go to academic institutions, homeschooling is the best education method
for them. I understand that schools can be very dangerous, both physically and mentally,
for children. These harms can come from violence and discrimination from teachers,
students, and even school staff. Secondly, educating children at home will strengthen the
bonds between parents and children. This will create freedom for parents to customize the
curriculum for their children, too.

On the other hand, there are many drawbacks of homeschooling. The most important
downside of homeschooling is that these children will often have difficulties socializing
with not just other children, but also to other adults, with the exception of their families
and whoever they receive the education from. This lack of communication skill will take a
toll on their skillset as communication is employers’ most required soft skill at the
moment. Another thing is, in order to homeschool their children, at least one of the

parents has to be home constantly. This is a sacrifice that not every parent can take.

In conclusion, although I believe homeschooling is suitable for some children, I do not
think that every child should be educated only at home. The disadvantages of

homeschooling method far outweigh the advantages.
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Question 16:
AGREE Traffic and housing problems in major cities can be solved by moving large

DISAGREE companies, factories and their employees to the countryside. To what extent
do you agree or disagree?

Today, with the skyrocketing growth of major companies and large factories in urban
areas, majors cities are facing multiple problems, especially with traffic and housing. One
way to solve this is to relocate these enterprises to the countryside. Although this is not
always doable, I think it will have immediate results.

Indeed, there is a correlation between the increase in factories and companies in urban
areas and the aggravation of problems that major cities have to face. By moving factories
and companies to the countryside, along with their employees, it is ensured that traffic
would now be more spread out, instead of clustering in urban areas. Housing problems
will also be improved as more housing areas will be developed in the countryside to
accommodate the migrated population. In many developed countries, business owners
are receiving recommendations from the government to carry out this method.

However, there are chances that this solution is not always possible, or it cannot fully
eliminate the problems. Moving a factory to the countryside would be easier than moving
a company. This is because companies rely heavily on connections to either the
government, or customers, which both are majorly located in urban areas. Furthermore, in
order to carry this out, the government has to invest a lot of money to both compensate
for the relocation of these enterprises, and to develop new housing areas and other

facilities, like schools, markets, and recreation centers.

In conclusion, I think that relocating factories and companies, along with their human
resources, to the countryside, is a wise decision to make. Although this might not be

plausible, this solution will have immediate effects.
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Question 17:
AGREE Some people think that art (such as painting and music) does not directly

DISAGREE improve quality of people’s life, so the government should spend money on
other areas. To what extent do you agree or disagree?

In developing countries where the budgets of governments are still limited, there are
opinions that money should be spent on improving other aspects of life, rather than being

invested in art. I completely disagree with the idea as I think art is a vital part of life.

I can partially understand why people are bashing the idea of funding for art. Many labor
workers have little contact with art, especially art forms that require fine tastes. The labor
workers are the population who understands, and experience first-hand the decrease in
living standards. This is why, to them, art is considered a waste of money from the
government. Another argument could be that, to many people, art is the embodiment of
the rich, and spending money to invest in entertaining the rich triggers frustration from

the general public.

However, I believe that this only occurs when people do not fully understand the true
values of art. All forms of art are designed to reflect daily human lives, to promote and
offer sympathy to people of all classes. Art also has a mission of encouraging people to
have positive outlooks on life. Some forms of art, like certain traditional Vietnamese tunes,
can be used to promote work efficiency. This benefits both the government, as the
working force is empowered, and the workers, as their stress is relieved.

In conclusion, I completely disagree with the idea that art is not an important aspect of
lives. In turn, I actually believe that art helps improve living qualities, and more money

should be spent to preserve various art forms.
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Question 18:

In many countries, people can eat a wide variety of food from other countrie.
ADVANTAGES

As a result, they eat more food from other cultures rather than local cuisine.

DISADVANTAGES

Do you think the advantages of this development outweigh the

disadvantages?

With the advancement of technology, the world is now becoming more globalized than
ever. Many people are now eating more food from other regions than food from their
cultures. Although this may have some benefits, I believe this development is not
positive.

However, it is indubitably that this development will encourage cultural exploration and
promote the economic growth of other regions. By experimenting other cuisines, people
are learning more, not only about the culture of a new country, but also the significance of
a certain dish to that country. Secondly, no matter what cuisine one might be eating, this
serve as an opportunity to promote sales in the food industry, which helps to improve

local economy.

On the other hand, this development would not be beneficial in the long run to the locals.
A big part of a country’s culture is its cuisine. If people stop eating traditional dishes, their
association with their own culture will slowly fade away. Secondly, when people consume
too many food products from other regions rather than that from their own area, it would

damage local individual farmers, as they are unable to sell their products.

In conclusion, this development, although is positive in the short term, will leave some

long term effects on both the culture and the economy of the local residents.
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Question 19:
CAUSES Children are experiencing increasing educational, social and commercial

SOLUTION pressures. What are the causes? What measures do you think can be taken to

reduce them?

Many reports have shown that children are going through pressures from multiple
sources. I think the increasing expectations for the new generation is the main cause of

this. By changing the society’s mindset, these pressures can be reduced.

Many of these pressures stem from increasing expectations that society put upon the new
generation of adults. It is a fact that there is no point in human history where children
have as many opportunities to develop themselves as they do in present time. This is why
older generations are expecting that children would flourish and exceed whatever
accomplishments that the preceding generation has achieved. Furthermore, due to the
skyrocketing growth in population recently, there are more children than ever. This leads
to a shortage of resources. Children now have to fight for those limited resources, making
them more stressed out.

However, I think there are many solutions to this problem. First of all, family members,
school staff, and other individuals in society need to be more understanding of children.
They need to change their mindset that in order to be successful, children need to be
nurtured, rather than being stressed out. Secondly, the government should focus on
creating more facilities to lessen the competitiveness in younger generations. Children will
be less strained to compete for resources, which in turn will calm them down.

In conclusion, high expectations from older generations and limited resources are the
main reasons why children are being pressured from multiple sides. However, changing
the mindset of the whole society and providing more resources would be the appropriate

solutions to this dilemmma.
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Question 20:
Many people today prefer socializing online rather than socializing in local

ADVANTAGES

DISADVANTAGES

communities. Do you think the advantages outweigh the disadvantages?

As technologies advance, many people nowadays prefer socializing via the Internet to
doing so in their local communities. Although this development brings many benefits to

younger generations, I believe it would be harmful in the long run.

People have their reasons to turn to communicating online, rather than doing so in their
local areas. Communicating online means convenience because people can respond to
texts at their own time. The modern lifestyle is hectic and does not leave much free time
for anyone, therefore people have no choice but to communicate with their friends online.
Furthermore, because socializing online means that people can talk to others from all
around the world, it will foster culture exploration and make people more open-minded.

However, it cannot be stressed enough on the importance of involving oneself into one’s
community. Face-to-face communication has been shown to have many advantages, both
to individuals and to society. There have been reports pointing out that the lack of
physical interaction from other people can cause severe mental deteriorations in humans.
Talking or hanging out will help one attain the physical contact needed. Furthermore,
engaging in conversations with people in real life can strengthen relationships more than
online conversations.

In conclusion, it is understandable why people prefer to socialize online. However, my
opinion is that this trend would not be beneficial in the long run to both individuals and

society.
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Question 21:

ADVANTAGES Young people are changing their jobs or careers every few years. What do

DISADVANTAGES you think are the reasons? Do you think the advantages outweigh the

disadvantages?

It is a fact reported by many employers that young employees have a habit of switching
jobs every few years. | believe the increasing pressure puting on them is the main reason

for this. However, the disadvantages of this phenomenon outweigh the advantages.

There are many reasons why young people are doing so. One of which is that young
generations are carrying the expectation to be successful from the society. This
over-expectation is causing millennials to be anxious and judgemental of what they have
achieved and compare their career paths to their peers. As a result, many people have
switched companies, jobs, or even career paths after just a few years in pursuit for more
chances of being successful. Secondly, with the competitive labor market at the moment,
employees who are in fear of being replaced have a tendency to quit their jobs before
being fired.

Undeniably, there are some advantages of doing so. This would create more freedom for
young people to experience multiple career paths before choosing the right one.
However, the negative effects are more critical. By constantly jumping from one job to
another, the employee is actually losing credibility from employers. When looking at these
employees’ resume, the employers will assume that they are taking a risk on hiring
employees with multiple short-term jobs . Furthermore, this will lessen the chance of
having a managerial position in a company, since this position requires long-term
experience.

In conclusion, it is understandable why young people feel pressured to switch their jobs

often. However, | think that the disadvantages of this decision outweigh the advantages.
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Question 22:
DISCUSS More and more people want to buy famous brands of clothes, cars and other

BOTH

S items. What are the reasons? Do you think it is a positive or a negative

development?

In modern society, appearances means a lot. This is the main reason why many people are
buying famous brands of items to prove their wealth or social status. Although this can be

beneficial temporarily, | believe it will have a negative effect in the long run.

There are many reasons for this trend. First off, mass media are constantly sending out
messages, mostly through ads, that the brands of an item a person owns reflect their
social status. For example, we mostly see ads where a successful businessman carries a
high-end product with him, like an expensive watch or a car. Secondly, it is true that
people in modern society judges individuals based on how they dress. For instance, it is
reported in a survey that most people make better impressions when wearing expensive

clothes, which encourages one to dress oneself with high-end products.

Admittedly, this trend will have short-term benefits to the economy. Manufacturers of
luxurious brands will receive an increasing demand for their products, thus improving
their economy. Additionally, this trend encourages people to be more aware of fashion
trends, creating generations with a good fashion sense. However, in the long run, this
phenomenon will distort people’'s perspective on life and be destructive to the
environment. People will gradually be obsessed with consumerism, neglecting other
important life aspects. Furthermore, in order to manufacture these items, many natural
resources are used. This phenomenon will use up natural resources and deteriorate the
quality of the environment.

In conclusion, because of the way individual dresses oneself is heavily judged by many,
many people want to buy luxurious items. Although this phenomenon will have many
short-term advantages to the economy, in the long run, this will be a negative

development.
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Question 23:

DISCUSS People have different views on how to reduce traffic congestion. Some think

BOTH that governments should build more train and subway lines, while others
VIEW think that building more roads and widening existing roads will reduce traffic

congestion. Discuss both views and give your own opinion.

As more and more traffic congestion is happening around the world, many people think
that building or upgrading roads is a propable approach to alleviate this problem.

However, | think that developing public transportation facilities is a much better solution.

Although adding road capacity or improving the infrastructure sound like a viable
solution, | think there are critical drawbacks to it. Firstly, building more roads does not
seem practical considering the resources available especially in developing countries.
Installing new transportation infrastructure is always expensive, not to mention the cost
and the time to move people away to makes space for the new roads. Secondly,
upgrading more roads can worsen traffic congestion, since it requires a substantial
amount of time for the constructions to be completed. During the upgrading process,
people will have to take detours, which will worsen the problem.

In contrast, there are many reasons why investing money in public transportation systems
is the better solution. First, this will encourage people to utilize public transport instead of
commuting by own vehicles. This will greatly reduce the number of vehicles on the street,
thus effectively alleviates traffic congestion. Secondly, installing new subway lines can be
done underground. As a result, there won't be negative effect for the traffict congestion in
comparison with road construction.

In conclusion, | think spending money on developing more established public
transportation systems is the key to reduce traffic jams. Building roads is good but | think
it is not the best choice considering limited resources.
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Question 24:
CAUSES These days, an increasing number of people in many cities knows little about

SOLUTION their neighbors and does not have a sense of community. What do you think

are the causes and what solutions can you suggest?

Several reports have shown that there is a growing number of people, mostly in major
cities, knows little about their local communities. | think the fast pace of life in urban areas

is the main cause of this phenomenon. However, there are many solutions to this.

It is understandable why fewer people are dedicating their time and attention to the
communities surrounding them. Firstly, it is without a shadow of a doubt that people’s
lives are moving at a faster pace than ever, with millennials wanting to spend more time
working. This would lessen the time spent on self-care, let alone thinking about the
communities around them. It is a common sight to see millennials only returning to their
home for eating and sleeping. Secondly, even in their free time, they would still prefer to
spend it with the people closed to them, like families, friends, or co-workers. This is why
relationships between neighbors are being neglected.

However, there are many solutions that can be taken by both individuals and the local
communities to tackle this problem. The government can encourage the local
communities to host more events connecting people together, like cookouts or
decoration days for traditional holidays. Individuals should also try to build up
relationships with their neighbors because of its benefits. A stranger nearby is better than
a far-away relative. Having a close friendship with your neighbors can do you wonders in
the future. Individuals can start with something small and simple like chatting with their
neighbors about their week, or letting their children play with others'. It is these small
actions that connect people together, reducing the ignorance of young people about their

local community.

In conclusion, the hectic lifestyle many young people lead nowadays is the main reason as
to why fewer people are paying attention to their neighbors. However, hosting more
events locally can be the key to solve this problem.



|
DOL

ENGLISH

Reasons

[ELTS WRITING SAMPLES

Vocabulary Flow

lives moving at
faster pace

prefer to spend
time with people
close to them

Host more events

Try to build up
relationships with
their neighbors
because of its

benefits

further
reason

e spend more time working
e return to home for eating

and sleeping

e spend lessen the time
stpent on themselves

expanding their
career network

eg. chat with neighbor
eg. let their children
mingle with others’
children

effect

—> connect people together —

effect
—>

L

DOLENGLISH.VN

let alone the
communities

relationships
between neighbors
being neglected

eg. cookouts,
decoration days

connect people
together

reduce the
ignorance about
their local
community



DOL [ELTS WRITING SAMPLES DOLENGLISH.VN
ENGLISH

Writing Task 2

Question 25:
CAUSES Some businesses find that new employees who just finished their education

SOLUTION lack basic interpersonal ability such as working with other employees as a

team.What do you think are the causes and what solutions can you suggest?

There have been many reports showing that employees who have just finished college are
lacking in interpersonal skills. | think the negligence in building up those skills during

college can be one of the causes. However, there are many solutions to this problem.

There can be many causes for this lack of interpersonal abilities. Firstly, this is due to the
fact that many people, especially those whose live in college are too focused on studying
and do not pay enough attention to the importance of these skills. Because they do not
understand how crucial these skills are and in their work lives, they do not bother to
acquire them. Secondly, the environment in colleges places little emphasis on developing
extracurricular activities for students. There are very few organizations for students to

participate in and build up on their teamwork abilities.

However, | think there are many ways that we can improve this situation. Firstly, schools
should have more clubs and events for students to take part in so they have the chance to
meet more new people. By this way, students can foster and strengthen their
interpersonal skills. Moreover, students should be encouraged to find internships during
the summer or other vacations. This will help them understand the reality of work life and
thus, know where to improve themselves to work effectively.

In conclusion, there are many reasons why young adults are lacking in their transferable
skills. One of the main causes is that people do not pay enough attention to building

these skills. However, | believe that a lot of effort can be taken to solve this.
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Question 26:
AGREE Some people who have been in prison become good citizens later. Some

DISAGREE people think that they are the best people to talk to school students the
danger of crime committing. To what extent do you agree or disagree?

Many criminals nowadays become good citizens after being released from prison. Many
educators think they are the people most suitable to talk to children about the dangers of

committing crimes. Personally, | agree with this idea.

It is a fact that the way children are educated about the consequences of crime
committing is boring. The usual approach, which is having teachers citing laws is very
theoretical. Having police officers sharing their crime fighting experience only show one
side of the story. Which is why having ex-convicts sharing their own stories and how they
turned to be good citizens would definitely be an eye-opening experience for children.
Furthermore, this approach compliments well with the trial-and-error teaching method
which is an efficient learning approach for most children. Specifically, the student is enable
to see someone who did a wrong thing but then realized their wrong-doings and strive to

becomes better.

It is understandable why there are concerns about having ex-cons being close with the
children. However, these concerns shouldn’'t be concerned at all.. First of all, the
rehabilitation of prisoners is an extremely difficult but efficient process. Therefore, the
ex-cons are very vastly likely to become law abiding citizens. They will not harm the
children before, during or after talking to them. Secondly, the meeting will always be

supervised strictly by teachers and security guards

In conclusion, although many would think having ex-criminals sharing experiences to
children can be harmful, | think that this is a creative way to educate children on the

dangers of breaking the law.



|
DOL [ELTS WRITING SAMPLES DOLENGLISH.VN

ENGLISH

Vocabulary Flow

Internal i * having teachers citing laws is theoretical and boring
reasons » having police officers sharing their perspective is outdated

m e ex-criminals sharing their own
experience be an eye-opening

—> experience for

External e ex-criminals sharing Why' ’Fhey children
reasons turned out to be good citizen
* have someone who did a wrong learn from
thing but realize how worng —> trial-and-error
they were
Ex-cons went through Become law Will not harm
 rehabilitiation process - abiding citizen — the children
| Meetings always under By teachers and Will not harm
strict supervision — security guards — the children



DOL [ELTS WRITING SAMPLES DOLENGLISH.VN
ENGLISH

Writing Task 2

Question 27:
AGREE Some people say modern children's games do not develop a wide range of

DISAGREE skills, while traditional games can be much better for developing such skills.
To what extent do you agree or disagree?

As technology develops, more and more games for children are created. While some
people claim that these games do not aid in enough for child development in comparison

with traditional games, | believe in otherwise.

On the one hand, | can understand why many people are claiming that modern children’s
games are not promoting skill development. Most modern games that are popular to
children involve some levels of violence in it, like games where children have to shoot or
kill other players. Some of which do not, but they promote illegal or unhealthy behaviors
like stealing or car racing. These games are believe to send out negative messages to
children and will influence them to carry out activities they see in the games. However,
this is a myth which has been proven wrong by many valid researchers. Under right
parenting and strict management of playing time, these games will only bring entertaining
values for children. Furthermore, there are actually plenty of games that are educational
and deliver experiences that traditional games cannot make for children.

On the other hand, many modern children's games can help develop social skills, if
children are guided to the right genres. There have been many cases in which children can
make friends around the world from teaming up to achieve a common quest in games
involving multiple online players like Runescape. This alone promotes both
communication and collaboration skills. Additionally, there are also mobile games which
encourage children to step outside and be more active, like Pokemon Go. This game

requires children to go out and walk around to capture Pokemon, promoting activeness.

In conclusion, despite some negative themes incorporated in modern children’s games, |
still believe that modern games can be as beneficial in developing children’s skills as

traditional ones.
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Question 28:
AGREE Nowadays a large amount of advertising is aimed at children. Some people

DISAGREE think this can have negative effects on children and should be banned. To
what extent do you agree or disagree?

The advertisement industry is experiencing an ever-increasing growth ever since
advertisement aimed at children. Some people, mostly parents, think that this has
negative effects on child development. In my opinion, this kind of adverts should not be
banned because of its following advantages.

Admittedly, as the advertising industry is getting more creative, the ads children are
receiving are now more subtle and less frustrating than before. Some ads, especially those
aimed at children, are now in the form of short movies with moral messages incorporated
within them. By watching some of these ads, children can pick up the moral lessons, which
is good for their ethical development. Combining with right parenting, the children should

be able to develop positively.

Another positive effect of ads is that they can encourage children to be creative and
imaginative in the future as children are exposed to multiple life situations. Children who
turn out to work in the marketing field will benefit from these experiences, too.
Advertisement aimed at children is alwasy about fantasy worlds and settings which help
to boost the child’s creativity. At a result, children will be able to becomes more successful
when it comes to choosing a career that relate to being creative.

In conclusion, although the advertising industry is a lucrative field ever since it expanded
the audience to children, | believe this development is not beneficial to child development
and should be limited.
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Question 29:
Some people think that schools should stop teaching students using books,

AGREE

because students find them boring and that children can learn from films,

DISAGREE TV, video games and computer instead. To what extent do you agree or

disagree?

As technologies advance, some people think that books are useless and that schools
should not educate children by books but rather by other means | completely disagree

with this idea, however.

Although | disagree, | can understand why people would think of such a thing. The
convenience of having study materials on other media cannot be denied. Instead of
carrying books to school, children can just bring a piece of electronic equipment, which
can give them access to multiple resources either online. More importantly, the vibrant
display on media like smartphones or computers can excite kids, making them more
interested in learning. Learning through films or video games can incorporate more

interactive activities than doing so through books.

However, other media should only be used as teaching methods in addition to using
books. For young children, teaching should be done via physical books to ensure better
optical health, especially when almost every single child is nearsighted. For high school
and college students, books should be the main source of information they receive. This is
because as the subjects get more complex, books are the best way to convey these
concepts. Furthermore, students would find it easier to refer a piece of information written
in a book rather than to find it in a film or a video game. Lastly, using books would

encourage students to develop better reading and critical thinking skills.

In conclusion, although | understand some positive effects using materials from other
media on children education, | completely disagree with the idea that books can ever

replace technologies in pedagogical settings.
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Question 30:
DISCUSS Some people say that children should go to school as young as possible,

BOTH

S while others believe that children should not go to school until they are at

least 7 years old. Discuss both views and give your own opinion.

For constant advancement of humankind, many people think that children should be sent
to schools earlier than before. Despite some downsides to this, | agree with this idea.

It is without a shadow of a doubt that having kids attending schools as early as possible
will nurture their social skills. This is because children will have more time being in contact
with other people from different age groups and backgrounds, like their classmates and
school faculties, rather than just their family members. Constant contact with people will
develop children’s communication and collaboration skills. These skills will come in handy
later in their lives in college or workplace settings. These environments require and value
social skills, as these skills are used daily.

However, it is understandable why some think that parents should wait until their children
are at least 7 years old to send them to school. It is believed that this is the appropriate
age for children to be able to learn a large amount of knowledge at school. This belief is,
nevertheless, not justified because researchers find that teaching children as early as
possible encourages their interest in exploring the world. Furthermore, with the
advancement of technology, an individual in society is expected to know more
information than one from older times. This is why formal education should start earlier in
one’s life to prepare for the increasingly competitive job market.

In conclusion, | believe that in order to have better job prospects in this competitive job
market, children should go to schools earlier. This will promote better intellectual
exploration and strengthen social skills.
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Question 31:

AGREE Nowadays, more and more women have full-time jobs like men, so it is

DISAGREE logical that men and women should share the housework tasks equally.To

what extent do you agree or disagree?

As the idea of gender equality is getting more and more acknowledged in many countries,
women are having more full-time jobs than before. This is why | agree that household

chores should be shared equally between the two.

First of all, having men and women participating equally in caring for their families is
logical. As opposed to the traditional family structure, where women stay at home and
carry out all the chores, women in modern society have a working life like men do. Female
workers would then have no time to take care of the housework entirely. This is why men
should also participate. Another reason is that women are also contributing to the
financial stability of their family. Men, therefore, don't have to be the only bread winner of

the house. They can work less to help out their wife more at home.

Second of all, | believe equally sharing tasks will have positive effects on the family
dynamic. The relationship between parents in a family will be greatly improved. Women
will feel as if they are cared for by men and that their roles in families are as equal as
men’s, thus encouraging them to respect men. Also, this will serve as a good influence on
their children. Children will be raised to become people who respect not just women but
also the idea of gender equality since they have role models. This will create a new social
structure where women are treated as equal to men both regarding their statuses in their

family and in society.

In conclusion, | believe that having a system of equally shared household tasks in modern
families will be beneficial to both parents and children, who will take that as examples of

gender equality.
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Question 32:
AGREE Group or team activities can teach more important skills for life than those

DISAGREE activities which are done alone. To what extent do you agree or disagree?

Recently, there has been a debate going on about whether group activities or individual
activities are better in educating important life skills. In my opinion, group activities do

actually teach people more important life skills, especially at the moment.

Group activities strengthen some core life skills better than individual ones. As
technologies are developing faster than ever, most tasks require people to approach the
problem from a multi-perspective method. This is why working in teams is important. It
teaches young people the skill to discuss and collaborate with people from different
backgrounds to achieve common goals. Secondly, it is indubitably that group activities
foster communication skills by conversing and convincing other people. These skills are
one of the most important aspects of the application process of schools and companies,
as students and employees face tasks involving these skills more and more.

However, | think that individual activities can be beneficial to people, especially teenagers.
These activities can foster people’s research and critical thinking skills. Instead of relying
on others’ opinions, these people have to develop their own perspective on the problem.
Secondly, individual activities can be beneficial in that they can improve one's
productivity. When people work in teams, some can prove to be unproductive and end up
slowing down the whole team'’s workflow. This means that individual activities can help

one focus better on the task and be more efficient.

In conclusion, | have to admit that individual activities can be beneficial to the
development of people’s skill set. However, | believe that in these times, group activities
will bring more benefits to young adults.
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Question 33:
CAUSES Nowadays people always throw old things away, what causes this problem?

EFFECTS What effects does the phenomenon lead to? Give reasons for your answer
and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge or experience.

Many surveys have found that people are throwing away more old items than ever. | think
the main reason for this phenomenon is the increasing consumerism in our society. This

will have negative impacts both on our society and the environment.

There are many reasons that can be linked to this phenomenon. However, | believe
excessive consumerism is the main problem that needs to be addressed. With the growing
numbers of advertisement in various forms, people are being attracted to new products
constantly. This creates pressure from within the mindset of people, urging them to
experience every single new product. Another source of this pressure comes from
people’s surroundings. Social media is building an image that a successful person has to

own numerous products from high-end or “cool” brands.

However, because people are influenced by the things they see, mass media can be the
key to solve this problem. Influencers, mostly singers and actors, can promote an
anti-consumerism lifestyle through their works. An example of this is the song “Thrift
Shop” made a few years ago. Lifestyle video bloggers have also started trending the
zero-waste and minimalism, which can also be helpful. The government can also
encourage communities to host events locally about recycling clothes, furnitures, or
accessories. This will ensure that people can get new stuff without having to spend too

much money or making their old things go to waste.

In conclusion, overbuying and overspending are the main reasons why people are
throwing more old stuff. However, mass media can change this by delivering the message

promoting minimalism.
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Question 34:
Some people think scientific research is a waste of time and money, to what

AGREE

DISAGREE :
degree do you agree or disagree

Although scientific development is the top priority of developed countries, many people
are starting to revisit the discussion of whether these researches are good investments of
time and money. Personally, | think that these studies have to benefit humankind to be
invested.

Admittedly, it is reasonable why people is bashing the conducting of scientific researches.
Firstly, it is a fact that most scientific researches can prolong up to decades. Hence, the
results of these studies can be unclear to the public as they do not yield immediate
results. For example, developing new medicine can take up to ten years of researching
and testing. Secondly, it is also a fact that carrying out these researches takes up a large
part of the government’s budget. This money can be allocated to fund more immediate
projects, like improving the quality of the environment or reducing traffic jams, which are

all important problems in people’s daily lives.

However, | believe that for the advancement of humankind, it is necessary to carry out
scientific researches. Firstly, the importance of the results of scientific studies will
significantly justify the efforts and the money spent. For example, in order to develop a
new machine, the government has to fund a lot of money. However, if the machine works,
the increase in profits due to the increase in efficiency can easily outweigh the time and
money spent for researching. Secondly, as natural resources are being used up,
developing solutions to save up and find new sources of energies is vital to the survival of

mankind. These are the reasons why scientific researches must be carried out.

In conclusion, | can understand why some people are claiming that running these
researches is a waste of time and money. However, | believe that the importance of the

findings of these researches far outweighs the efforts spent.
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Question 35:
AGREE Some groups, such as poor people and people from rural areas, think

DISAGREE universities should make it especially easy for them to get access to
university education. To what extent do you agree or disagree ?

With the increasing importance of posessing a college degree, poor people or people
from rural areas claim that they should be prioritized in applying to colleges. However, 1

completely disagree with this opinion.

I agree that there should have been some supports provided to the poor to help them get
access to college. First off, people living in rural areas will have less learning resources for
them to prepare for college. For example, in order to prepare for college, kids in the cities
can go to tutoring centers. Another point is that kids from wealthier families will tend to
be able to attend class more often than those from underprivileged ones. This is because
kids from poor families have more things to consider like working to support their

families.

However, for fairness, I think that there should be no point in universities making it
especially easy for these people to gain access to higher level education. This is because
higher education should not be for everyone. People can totally have a stable life without
going to college by opting for vocational schools instead. Also, there are many forms of
support the government and society can provide to students from minority groups that
do not require direct involvement like providing scholarships to these students.

In conclusion, although I agree that there should have been some measures taken to help
the minorities attend college, the college application should not provide any priorities for
them. This will ensure that these students and those from more privileged areas are
treated fairly in exams.
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Question 36:
ADVANTAGES In many countries women are allowed to take maternity leave from their jobs

O — during the first month after the birth of their baby. Does advantage

outweigh disadvantages?

Nowadays, many countries are allowing women to take a month leave after their
pregnancies. Despite a few disadvantages this policy may bring, | believe that the

advantages outweigh the disadvantages.

| understand why some people, especially directors of companies, would not want to
implement this policy. Firstly, having women taking leaves after the birth of their children
would mean that the companies have to find employees to fill in the gaps. This can pose
as a difficulty for companies, as finding skilled seasonal workers who can catch up with the
workflow is difficult. Secondly, the fact that companies still have to pay salaries to
employees on their maternity leave can discourage them from allowing this policy. For
small companies with limited financial resources, this policy can put them in an economic

disadvantage.

However, there are many reasons why companies should anyway have a maternity leave
policy. By allowing employees some time off to take care of their new family members,
companies are showing that they genuinely care for their employees. Therefore, the
relationship between workers and their supervisors will be improved. Additionally, by
allowing mothers to take leave to raise their newborns, these mothers would not have to
choose between their families and their careers. This policy ensures that mothers can give

birth to their children without having financial concerns.

In conclusion, although the maternity leave policy will pose some difficulties to
companies, | believe that women should be allowed to take maternity leave after their

pregnancies.
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Question 37:
SOLUTIONS Reports show that it is increasingly expensive to keep museums open to

public. What is the best way to fund them (government, business, individual)?

Many reports have shown that the cost of keeping museums available to the public is
escalating. In response to this, many people are thinking of ways to fund museums, either
by the government, businesses or individuals. In my opinion, the best way to fund
museums is to use the budgets of the government and businesses.

Although many individuals are donating to keep museums opened to the public, this
source of income is not stable to fund museums’ day-to-day operations. Firstly, only a
small proportion of museum visitors actually donates. This is the main reason why
museums cannot rely on this income alone. Secondly, it should not be the responsibility
of individuals to fund the museum. Museums can belong to governments or businesses,
like schools and other public facilities. This is why it is unreasonable to expect individuals

to donate to museums.

| think the most appropriate sponsors which provide economic resources to museums are
both the government and businesses. Firstly, museums operate for the benefit of the
government and/or businesses. Museums are vital in educating and representing the
country’s history, heritage, and culture. Some museums, with their audience targeting at
people who are interested in the operations of a certain business, also operate for the
benefits of a business. This is why the government and businesses should be providers of
economic resources to museums. In this way, they will have a certain influence over the

museums, directing museums’ exhibition themes for their benefits.

In conclusion, although there are many ways to fund museums, | still think that the best to
keep them open is to rely on businesses and the government. For developing countries
where keeping museums open to the public is not the top priority, businesses should

offer their help.
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Question 38:
DISCUSS Some people think that young people should spend more of their free time

BOTH

S at home with their families, and spend less time outside. Others disagree.

Discuss both views and give your own opinion

The fact that currently, teenagers tend to spend most of their free time outside of their
homes has stirred up controversy. Most adults would agree that teenagers should spend
more of their free time with their families. In my opinion, | totally agree with this
statement.

Teenagers have their right to claim that spending more time entertaining outside is
beneficial for them. First of all, this will encourage socialization and networking, whether
these teens do it consciously or unconsciously. Meeting up with friends and getting to
know new people can, in turn, be beneficial for the younger generations in their career
paths for the future. Secondly, by spending more of their time outside exploring society,
teens are developing interpersonal skills which are very important. By seeing and
experiencing what are happening in society, they would become more sensible and

critical.

However, | think with the current situation, teens should allocate more time to their
families. It is undeniable that the relationship between family members and an individual
is vital in any person’s life. When teenagers enter the working life, they will have
significantly less free time to take care of even themselves, let alone their family members.
This is why | think many teens should spent more time with their families as they still have
plenty of time to spare. Furthermore, strengthening bonds with families can help
individuals learn a lot of things since older people are more experienced and resourceful.
They can pass these experiences down to the younger generations if teenagers invest
more time in getting to know them.

In conclusion, although it is understandable why teenagers would want to spend their free
time socializing outside, | think that it is more important for teenagers to allocate more of
their time towards their families.
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Question 39:
AGREE It is shown that many criminals have a low level of education, some people

DISAGREE believe that the best way to reduce crime is to educate them in prison so

that they can find a job after they leave prison. To what extent do you agree?

Reports have shown that most criminals are uneducated. This leads to a belief that the key
to crime reduction is to educate criminals in prison and prepare them career-wise for
when they leave. Although | think this is a good idea, | cannot agree that this is the best

solution.

It cannot be argued that this is an excellent idea. Multiple reports have shown that the
number of recidivism cases is increasing. Most of these crimes stem from ex-prisoners not
being able to have stable lives after their releases, leading to recidivism to afford living
needs. The reason for this is because most criminals are not educated properly, so they
are not able to apply for jobs, making them opt for recommitting crimes. This means that
educating them and preparing their career paths are definitely ways to reduce the number

of crimes committed by ex-criminals.

However, | disagree that this is the best solution to reduce crime rates. As | have
mentioned above, educating offenders can only reduce the rate of recidivism. Nowadays,
most crimes are committed by first-time offenders, with a high rate of juvenile
lawbreakers. Only taking actions on inmates is not enough. This is why | think that
educating criminals is not the key solution to crime rates reduction. Rather than doing so,
| believe improving the education system to improve the rate of literacy and motivation

on building better career paths for juveniles would be the key.

In conclusion, educating people, especially criminals, is always a good thing to do.
However, | still maintain that this is not the best way to reduce crimes. | think that raising

the education levels of the whole population is the better solution.
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Question 40:
AGREE Many employers think that social skills are as important as good

DISAGREE qualifications when employing people. To what extent do you agree that

social skills are as important as good qualifications for success in the job?

Social skills are being valued more and more nowadays. This leads to a fact that many
employers think that an applicant with social skills is as desirable as an applicant with

good qualifications. In my beliefs, | agree that social skills are on par with qualifications.

It cannot be denied that in current times, employers value applicants who possess strong
social skills. This is because, with the increasing number of college graduates, the only
thing to distinguish job applicants with each other is to assess them by their interpersonal
skills. Good social skills can be crucial to the company. It ensures that the newly-hired
employee can fit in well with the existing staff. Also, it would be a valuable asset to the
company if the employee has good communications skills as these are one of the key

factors to move up in their position to managerial positions.

However, that is not to say that social skills are better than good qualifications in hiring a
person. Employers still require their applicants to possess strong technical or job-related
skills, which can be reflected through their qualifications, such as transcripts, degrees, or
letter of recommendations. No matter how good the interpersonal skills an applicant has
if he or she does not have the technical skills required in the job description, then his or
her application is should not be considered in the hiring process.

In conclusion, although | understand why many employers still rely heavily on
qualifications rather than soft skills, | still believe that soft skills are what distinguish a
normal employee and a great employee who can become a valuable asset to
the company.
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Question 41:
AGREE Some people think the qualities a person needs to become successful in

DISAGREE today’s world cannot be learned at a university or similar academic

institutions. To what extent do you agree or disagree.

Nowadays, people are recognizing the values of soft skills. This brings up an opinion that
the factors which makes a person successful in current society cannot be acquired in an

academic institution. In my opinion, | only agree with this statement to some extent.

| agree that, in order to be successful, a person needs more than just the lessons learned
from academic institutions. With the increasing population of college graduates, the labor
market is getting more competitive than ever. This means that the differences for
employers to decide whether to hire a person or not depends on the soft skills that a
person brings to the job. Additionally, good social skills would definitely guarantee a more
welcoming workplace atmosphere, as co-workers would be more accepting to those who

come off as nice and social.

However, | still believe that the qualities one picks up at academic institutions are still the
more important part of the hiring process. Aside from technical and work-related skills,
one can still pick up many skills from college. It leaves no debate that there is no better
place to build up one’s researching and presenting skills than in the college setting.
Additionally, the networking skill is something that once one acquires, it would be helpful
towards one’s career path.

In conclusion, | believe the knowledge and skills that academic institutions provide to
people are still of vital importance. However, in order to distinguish oneself with others in

current society, ones need to build up their soft skills.
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Question 42:
DISCUSS Some people think that schools should select their pupils according to their

BOTH

S academic ability. Others believe that young people with different abilities

should be educated together. Discuss both sides and give your opinion.

There have been many changes in the way classes are divided currently. Some people
think that students who have the same academic performance should be grouped
together, while others believe that students of all levels should mingle together. | think
that the first method is only true for high schools and colleges.

People have reasons to not want children of different academic abilities to learn in the
same setting, especially in high schools and colleges. Firstly, grouping students with the
same capability would make the learning process more efficient. Teachers would have to
spend less time to deliver the core concepts to students, and vice versa, students would
absorb the knowledge much faster. Secondly, grouping students with the same academic
performance would actually be beneficial to those who require more help in
understanding the material. Teachers can focus on assisting those who struggle without

being pressured to increase the pace for the ones who already understand.

However, | think that in elementary and middle schools, children should be grouped
together regardless of their intellectual abilities. This would guarantee better child
development, especially personality-wise. By making children mingle with those from
different learning abilities, children would not be aware of this difference. This will make
the child become humble and accepting, which are core values of humans. Also, this
method of grouping is better because it promotes more in-class discussion between
children who need more help and children who are better at the materials. By letting the
ones who understand explain concepts to the ones who do not, the classroom'’s
atmosphere will be more interactive.

In conclusion, both methods of division have their own benefits and downsides. | believe
that grouping students based on academic abilities should be used for high school and
college students, while primary and middle school kids should be grouped randomly.
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Question 43:
Many young people like pop stars and international movie stars rather than

CAUSES

SOLUTION famous people in the history of their country. Why does this happen and

what measures do you think should be taken to solve this problem.

It is easily seen that teenagers and young adults are only interested in people in the
entertainment industry, rather than historical figures. There are many reasons for this and |

think there are propable solutions to alleviate this problem.

Although there are many reasons for this phenomenon, mass media should be main
culprit. Many sources of information, with the target audience to be young people, only
cover news on famous people in the entertainment industry, like music and movie stars.
This will distort the perspective of young people, making them misunderstand that the
most important thing in society is the lives of those celebrities. Secondly, schools often
neglect the importance of learning history, especially local history. Rather, they focus

more on natural science subjects. As a result, children will not have any interests in history.

However, there are many solutions to this phenomenon. Firstly, the government should
instruct mass media to allow more news coverage to important historical figures and
dates. For example, mass media can produce documentaries and exhibitions on important
historical figures. These resources should be made interesting to children, encouraging
them to explore more on their local history. Secondly, schools should focus more on
history and host more events targeted to help students exposed to local history. For

example, students can have assignments to explore historical sites, figures, and dates.

In conclusion, | think the main reason for young people to be more interested in
entertainment figures is due to social media. However, many efforts from both mass

media and schools can be made to alleviate this problem.
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Question 44:
ADVANTAGES In some cities, there are few controls over the design and construction of

DISADVANTAGES new homes and office buildings, so people can build in whatever style they

like. Do you think advantages outweigh disadvantages?

Nowadays, more and more freedom is given to individuals to design buildings however
they desire. Although this brings many benefits to society, | believe that in the long run,

this development will yield consequences.

On the one hand, giving people more control over the design of their buildings will foster
people’'s appreciation for art. By letting people contribute to the construction of new
buildings, people creative side is involved. Secondly, areas with creative themes in
decorating their neighborhoods can attract tourists. This will improve both the economies

of the community in these areas and the tourism industry of the country as a whole.

On the other hand, the lack of restrictions on how people can design their buildings can
be detrimental for urban planning. Firstly, if there is no control on the design, there is
virtually no way of guaranteeing that one’s building design does not conflict structurally
with another’s. One result of this, for example, is that both buildings can collapse and
damage others nearby. Secondly, if people are given too much freedom on this issue, they
can abuse it to deliver negative messages to the community. For example, one can totally
design one’s building in the shape of inappropriate images or have one's walls painted
with comics promoting violence, as seen in many street arts around the world. If not done
right, this can leave many negative influences on society.

In conclusion, having more freedom in designing one’s own buildings is advantageous.

However, | believe if not done right, the disadvantages will outweigh the advantages.
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Question 45:
AGREE Some people think that money spent on developing technology on space

DISAGREE exploration is not justified, they think there are more appropriate fields or

industries to invest on. Do you agree or disagree?

Nowadays, with the advancement of technology, space exploration is gaining more
attention than ever. However, this stirs up some controversies since, while some people
think that the humongous amount of money spent on this is ridiculous, others think that it
is justifiable. | believe that this amount of money is used for a good cause.

| can understand why people think the amount of money spent on developing technology
is a waste. First off, this does not bring any immediate benefits to society. Currently, there
are many other issues that the government can focus on such as improving the living
standards or the quality of the environment. The researches on space exploration do not
help immediately. Secondly, even if these researches brings any results, not many people
will benefit from it. Any gain related to space exploration will only be limited to the rich
since space exploration takes up a lot of money.

However, like any scientific researches, space exploration research is a necessity for
human development. As natural resources on Earth are depleting, the need for another
source is alarming. Many natural resources are expected to be found in planets similar to
Earth. If we can find a way to find "the new Earth”, the future of humankind will be
secured. Furthermore, this space exploration research process will benefit greatly to
countries involved if results are found. Take the U.S for example, this country’s economy

will be greatly improved if space exploration brings any results.

In conclusion, although | understand why some people think that the money spent on
researching space exploration is a waste, | still believe that this money is used for a good

cause and is needed in the development of humankind.
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